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really lost his cool. -.he used words such as "damn," etc, hell, 

...Bob and I really got a good laugh at it. 

He thought he was being so smooth, going to Thompson 
office and threatening to subpoena those records. He had . t-y. ' 

**** ~~r ^ \ 

apparently forgotten all about the Benavides interview) in which 
Benavides said a Denver, Colo., hood killed King... 

Russell X. Thompson tells me that there is nothing 
in the file damaging to you, either at the evidentiary hearing 
or at your second trial, if this fall's hearing goes in your 
favor. . 



Thompson has been promising me for at least five and 
one half years to let me go through that file, but has always 
backed ,g> off at the last minute. He now wants your okay, 
because he says ^ may $ play a role in your defense in case 

you go to 
TO 



trial a second time. THUS WOULD YOU WRITE A LETTER 



RUSSELL X. THOMPSON 
ATTYRNEY AT LAW 
400 FIRST AMERICAN BANK BLD 
147 JEFFERSON AVENUE 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 

Bob has already given Thompson his okay, but Thompson 
some reason wants your okay. Judge Battle once threatened Thompson 
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with contempt of court* 



revealed the contents of his investigation. That was immediately 



prior to your March 1969 hearing Thompson was in one hell 



of an awkward situation. He was a lawyer without a client -- at 



least a client with a justiciable interest. He represented Hanes 



who never paid him a cent to conduct the investigation, and when 



you fired Hanes, he was CS2& ordered by Battle to turn over 



everything in his files to Foreman. Then the Legal Defense 



Fund retained him to continue his investigation and he did. 



His later investigation indicated that tj^e 



state 9 case was 



not as air tight as it was supposed to be, and that was when 



Battle and the bar association committee moved in to shut 



Thompson up. 



Thus, I can't blame him for being cautions -- even 



unnecessarily cautious, as he seems to be at the 



Let me know if there is anything I can get you. 



You probably won't hear from me y until after August 



1, but I will write you immediately after that and arrange a visit 



-- if you are still willing. . 



Your friend 



Wayne 




